 Welcome to Casa de Los Torotes
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Welcome to our family home.  Please enjoy yourself and treat the house and the people you meet as you would your own house and neighbors.
Torotes, also known as “the elephant tree” grow all over southern Baja.  We have a number of these unusual trees on the property. 

Here are a number of informational items to make your stay more enjoyable. 

Logistics: 

Main Contacts 

· Should you have any concerns or questions concerning Casa de Los Torotes, please contact Julie Marks or her staff at East Cape Property Management in Los Barielles # 01-114-10381.  

· Our caretakers are Horacio and Guadalupe.  Horacio and Guadalupe live in Santa Cruz, the small pueblo you passed through on the La Ribera road.  Horacio handles security and landscaping issues, Lupe provides housekeeping services. There is a good possibility you will meet both Horacio and Lupe during your stay here. They speak no English so use the dictionaries and phrasebooks in the library and speak slowly and be patient while communicating with them.  

· Horacio works for a number of homeowners but on a day-to-day basis he works for Mike and Tere O’dell.  Mike and Tere built our house and are our friends. They live in La Ribera and can be reached at 624 - 130 - 0101.

Water 

· Casa de Los Torotes’s water source is from the local ranch owned by the Castro family who are major landowners in the area. (The property that is currently Playa Colorada was purchased from Martin Castro). 

· Hot water is provided by two water heaters, one by the outdoor shower to the South and one by the BBQ area on the North.  If hot water is unavailable, check the pilot lights to see that they're lit. There is a light in each of the hot water closets so you don’t need a flashlight if it’s dark.  Our propane tank is under the Ramada on the West side of the property near the Boat House.
· We drink water directly from the tap and have never have had any problems.  Some people prefer to buy bottled water. The water outlet on the right side of the kitchen sink has a reverse osmosis filter.

· Water pressure may drop due to lack of water in the pilla (water tank). If water pressure drops, please notify Horacio, he in turn will notify Oscar Castro who will try and remediate the problem. Water pressure recovery may take several hours to rebuild if it gets low.

 The Generator

· Under the ramada at the back of the property, we have a generator.  Power outages are rare but they do happen. When we’re not there, we leave the generator off.  Horacio will turn the generator on prior to your visit.  If you have a problem with electricity, call Mike & Tere or Julie who will reach Horacio.
Air Conditioning and heating 

· Two separate roof mounted units provide air conditioning to the bedrooms.  The thermostat controlling room temperatures is located in the Blue bedroom on the wall by the door.  Guests are encouraged to be mindful of preserving coolness in the house in an economical fashion by not running the air conditioning all of the time. Please leave bedroom doors closed during the day and the rooms will remain surprisingly cool There is no air conditioning in other areas of the house although all rooms have ceiling fans. 

· Our home does not have central heating.  In the winter, we rely on our fireplaces.  When the wind is blowing hard, the chimneys may have some trouble drawing. See Horacio if you need firewood. 

Trash and Trash Disposal 

· Horacio will dispose of trash including food waste at the end of your stay or sooner if needed. Trash cans are located in the garage. Please use trash bags inside of trashcans.  We have a trash compacter in the kitchen; use of this appliance reduces the gross volume of kitchen refuse. Both kitchen sinks have garbage disposals, please use mindfully.

Other

· Fountain in the Courtyard.

· Please feel free to use the fountain, just insure that there is sufficient water in the fountain before you turn it on.  Running the fountain without water will burn out the pump.  The switch is on the dining room wall, courtyard side.

· Feel free to use the outside Barbeque if you'd like.  You will need to use a lighter or a match to fire it up.  It runs on propane and is connected to the house system.

· Kayaks - We have three kayaks for your use. The kayaks are in the Boat House.

· We have a washer and a dryer. Please feel free to use.

· Cooking: Our house uses propane hot water and for cooking.  Please note the high yellow flame on the range will blacken the bottoms of cooking pans.  Being aware of this will help you keep the kitchen clean.

Security

· Cattle

· Our property is fenced for a reason.  If given a chance, cattle will enter the yard and eat the landscaping.  If you open the Sea of Cortez side fence, please make sure it's closed at night.  Likewise the wood barrier directly in front of the house should remain closed when not in use.
· Other

· While the area is very safe, please insure that you close all doors when you leave the premises.  If you’re going to be away for the day, please lock up.
Other Special events/conditions 

· North wind during winter 

· From December through March we have periods of strong northerly winds.  Here on the beach we are particularly exposed to the elements.  It can be unpleasant to experience these conditions for a long period of time especially if you’re keen on spending time outdoors.   

· You can expect: dust and sand blowing through every crevice in the house. 
· Based on dealing with these conditions for many years here are our recommendations: Relax, rarely do these conditions last for more than 3 or 4 days. The courtyard of our house was designed to protect some living space from the wind.  If you want entertainment, go to Los Barriles and watch the windsurfers, explore the countryside or hang around the house and enjoy your housemates. Look for a book or games in the living room cabinets.
· Hurricane Season: Hurricane season lasts from August until October.  This is not a prime time to be in Southern Baja.
· We have secured the house to handle hurricane conditions by Building a sea wall, equipping the house with specially built shutters to protect our windows, and having a back up generator to provide power in Case the power fails. 

· Typically a hurricane will disrupt life on the East Cape for a while.

· Jelly fish

· Jellyfish like the Sea of Cortez too. Depending on the time of year you enter the water, you may encounter jellyfish - especially during the hottest part of the summer; July and August.
· They can be spotted if you look very carefully for a bluish cashew size baggie floating on the surface. The arms which hang down from the body of the jellyfish are what can sting you.

· Everyone gets stung eventually and it is a little painful.   Use warm vinegar to treat the areas where you are stung. Protect yourself when swimming by keeping an eye out for the creatures and wearing a shirt or rash guard to protect your shoulders and torso.  

Recreation in the Area
Casa de Los Torotes
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Local Activities

Visit the local fishing resorts

Hotel Rancho Leonero and Hotel Punta Colorada are two old style fishing resorts with modest living accommodations but with a lot of style and history. In the past, most if not all visitors to these hotels flew in using private aircraft. 

Fishermen come from all over the world to fish in the local waters and stay in these two venerable hotels.  Visit them to get a meal, hang out at the bar, or just catch up on the local scene.

Climb Table Top Mountain

Due South of Hotel Rancho Leonero about .5 miles is a distinctive "mountain" called (for good reason "Table Top mountain".  There is a path that leads you to the summit which provides fantastic views up and down the coast.  Figure on a two hour round trip and bring plenty of water.

Hike up to Punta Colorada

Punta Colorada is a one hour walk directly south of Casa de Los Torotes.  You can walk up the beach, or drive down to Hotel Punta Colorada and walk north about 20 minutes.  There are fish everywhere in the Sea of Cortez, but the rocks off this point typically have a lot of sea life.  In the area you may also see: doves, road runners, quail, and ospreys.

Visit the hot springs in Buena Vista

Just south of the Hotel Spa Buena Vista there is a thermal spring that empties into the ocean by the beach.  Drive down the “main drag”, park at the end and float around the beach moving in and out of the heated water.

Visit Cabo Pulmo

Cabo Pulmo is definitely worth a trip.  The drive is about 1 hour South of Casa de Los Torotes.  Over 2/3's of the journey is on a dirt road which can be a little rough in a small car but is doable.  At the bay Fronting Cabo Pulmo you can scuba dive, snorkel or just hang out on the beautiful beach.  The open air restaurant is great.
Visit Local towns

There are a number of interesting towns in the area including El Bartolo, Santiago and Miraflores.  Our house has a number of guide books where you can read up on potential sites of interest.

Fishing

Fishing, depending on the season is just a cast away. Our beach is also known as “rooster fish alley”, so enjoy surfcasting right out the back door for Rooster Fish, Lady Fish and Sierra and an occasional Jack Cravalle.  The rocky point accessible from the arroyo between Playa Colorada and Punta Colorada is perfect for surf fishing and snorkeling. Light house point (3 miles beyond Punta Colorada) is also an excellent surf casting spot especially if our beach is experiencing a north wind.  
If you’re interested in chartering a boat for the day there are fleets at the two big hotels (Leonero and Punta Colorada) as well as some local La Ribera fishermen who take charters. Deep sea fishing is world renowned here.  Marlin, Sail Fish, Wahoo, Tuna and Dorado always hold the allure of being larger than life and potential world record makers.

Swimming

Our beach is very safe with a gradual drop off.  In the heat of summer when wading in the shallow water, do the “sting ray shuffle” to alert any sting rays of your presence.

Surfing.

The only swell we pick up here is a hurricane swell originating from storms located in the window between Baja and the mainland.  When a hurricane is in the gulf there are a couple of good breaks down the coast at Point Arena and even occasionally just off the point to the North of the trailer park in La Ribera.  For the most consistent and closest surf, drive south one hour to Zippers in San Jose del Cabo.  If you’re in near San Jose and in an adventurous mood go east then north for a number of good point breaks including Shipwrecks along the south east part of the Cape.  Make sure your car is in good shape since the roads here can be tough.

If you have more time, the Pacific side near Todos Santos can have some good consistent surf. 

Please enjoy your stay. Thank you for choosing Casa de Los Torotes for your holiday.
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Recommendations

We have included a local map of the La Ribera and Los Barielles areas.  Below are a few suggestions.  We hope this helps your adventure.

Groceries.

· Mercantil La Ribera  
· Tienda El Puerto The most complete grocery in town, located near the water tower.

· Several other small shops in La Ribera 

Hardware

· Mihares next to the Tienda El Puerto, under the water tower

· Sansil on the Road to Rancho Leonero on the North side of La Ribera on the main road.

Cyber Café   

· La@Web  La Ribera. Located in the town square across from the church.  Edith Murieta is the proprietress.  20 peso’s for 15 minutes, beats the cost of a cell phone call.

Diving and Mountain Biking 

· Pepe’s Dive Center, Cabo Pulmo, ask for Pepe a great guy who used to live in Chicago and speaks English!
Fishing 

· Los Amigos, La Ribera – Ramon Almanza Castor #113-0-0108  

· Charters Out of Punta Colorada – see Alehandro 

· Out of Rancho Leonero – see Paco  

Cash machines  

· ATM at Pemex on road to Los Barrilles Bank locations in San Jose and Los Cabos  

East Cape Dining  (some of the suggestions below were given to us by friends, we can’t vouch for the accuracy of all of the information)
Restaurants 

La Ribera

· Vianney’s  - Good friendly service under a large palapa.  Sylvestre and Martina are your hosts.  They specialize in fish and other seafood.  Service is a little slow, but so what, where do you have to go?. 

· Close by resorts 

· Punta Colorada Hotel Menu is set daily each week. Best to inform them that you’re joining them for a meal. Fixed price meal.

· Rancho Leonero Hotel. Menu is set daily each week. Best to inform them that you'll be joining them for a meal. Fixed Price meal.

 Santiago 

· Palomar – Hotel Palomar has a very nice restaurant in a restful location.

 Los Barielles

· Otra Vez 

· Tio Pablos  
· The taco stand on the road into town is first class Baja food for less
Los Barriles  

· The Bakery 6:00am to 2:00 pm. Breakfast and Lunch are served.  Deli service, Fresh baked breads and fresh coffee. Provide Box lunches for fishing, hiking day trips etc. Located in the Plaza del Pueblo just off the highway leading into Los Barriles.  

· Sylvia’s Taco’s Across from the Elementary school.   This is the place for Taco’s. Open until 3:00 closed Tuesday.  

· The Red Hot Dog Stand – the name says it all.  Located at the Y in the road past Sylvia’s Taco’s

· Tio Pablos. Open every day from 11:00 to 9:30. Turn left at the Y and down 2 blocks. Standard tourist food.  

· Asadaro La Laguna Open 6:00 pm to 10:30pm.  Tel (114) 10404 Home (114) 83015 Cell. Hamburgers and tacos.  

· Otra Vez Open Wednesday – Monday for Breakfast lunch and dinner. Located past Fayla Supermarket on the left side of the street. 

Buena Vista 

· Tia Licha’s Breakfast and Lunch. Open daily until 3:00. South on Highway past the flag pole monument on right and take first sharp left turn after the Palmilla arroyo Bridge. Follow the road around just a few meters and you’re there.   

· Restaurant Calais. Breakfast lunch and dinner. Will cook your catch for about $4.00 usd. Call 10128. Located on the Main highway at Kilometer 107. Open 7 days until 9:00pm.  

· Corral Tacos. Located on the North side of Buena Vista School on the Highway next to Tienda Tilita. Open 5:00 to 9:00 six days a week.   

ATV's

· Rent my Brother’s ATV Now available through East Cape Vacation Rentals, you can rent an ATV on a weekly basis.  They offer two models: 

· Honda Recon $290 per week  

· Polaris Scrambler $390 per week  

There is a 10% tax added to the rental. If you are interested you can contact Julie and she will make the arrangements for you and fill you in on the details  

 Helpful phrases  

Please sweep and mop the floors 
Por favor, barrer y trapear los pesos  

Please wash the towels
 Por favor, laves las toallas  

Please make the beds 

Por favor tienda las camas 

Please wash the dishes
 Por favor, lave las trastes  

Please wash the windows 
Por favor, lave las ventanas  

Please change the bedsheets 
Por favor, cambia las sabanas 

 Please wash the clothes 
Por favor laves las ropas  

Please take out the trash 
Por favor, quitar la basura  

Here is a tip 


Qui es una propina  

Thank you

 
Gracias  

Until tomorrow 

Hasta manana  

Until Monday 


Hasta el lunes    

Using a phone in Baja
(Effective December 2001)
Making calls from Casa de Los Torotes

To all local and national numbers   

AREA CODE  + NUMBER

To USA and Canada numbers 

001+ AREA CODE  + NUMBER

Check Balance and Add time


* 333  SEND

Check Messages



* 86 SEND

Receiving calls from Casa de Los Torotes

Local Hard Line 



044 + AREA CODE + NUMBER

National (Mexico) Hard Line


01 +  AREA CODE + NUMBER

Tel Cel to Tel Cel



AREA CODE + NUMBER
From USA and Canada


011 52 + AREA CODE + NUMBER

Current Tel Cel Rates

Making calls  



Local:

4.7 Pesos per minute

National (Mexico)
7.3 Pesos per minute

To USA and Canada
16.5 Pesos per minute

Receiving Calls

Local Free

Long Distance  4.7 pesos per minute

Local Area Code 
624

Casa de Los Torotes number    
624 358 1059
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